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Welcome to our 2008 edition of our Building 
Partnerships newsletter, which is intended 
to provide our alumni with a summary of 
activities within the department. This is my 
last ñHeadlinesò column as I am taking up 
the position of Vice President (Research) at 
the University of Guelph effective January 
1, 2009. I have thoroughly enjoyed my time 
at Queenôs, ýrst as a student from 1975 
to 1979 and second as a faculty member 
from 1986 to 2008. It is the people who 
have made this department. Great alumni 
and current students, outstanding support 
staff and faculty have made this the best 
civil engineering department in the country. 
I would like to thank Kent Novakowski for 
agreeing to step in as Head of Department, 
despite his heavy teaching and research 
load. Our faculty, students and alumni 
continue to win key awards and honours in all 
aspects of engineering and society and you 
will read more about these in the following 
pages. The quality of our students continues 
to improve, and their contributions outside 
this department and university continue 

to amaze me. Our department continues 
to grow at an amazing rate, with over 350 
students in years 2 through 4 and over 100 
graduate students. 

Research is þourishing in the department 
and our faculty have brought in over $4 
million in research funding over the past 
year, leading the nations civil engineering 
departments in research dollars per 
faculty member. A large portion of the very 
innovative research is being undertaken with 
strategic partnerships to our industry. Many 
of the results of our research are forming the 
basis for new guidelines, design manuals 
and policy for civil engineering practice. We 
are in the process of hiring three new faculty, 
expanding our faculty compliment to 17. 

The Department is continuing to strengthen 
our relationship with industry through 
research and undergraduate teaching 
initiatives such as the Job Network, Industry 
Open House, Engineering Forum, Curriculum 
Development, Collaborative Research and a 
successful fourth year industry based design 
course. 

I hope you enjoy the newsletter and if you 
have any ideas or suggestions about how 
you can help the department succeed or 
how the department can assist you in your 
endeavors, please contact Lloyd Rhymer at 
rhymer@civil.queensu.ca and he will route 
you to the appropriate individual.

If you didnôt take advantage of last years 
offer to give all our graduating engineers 
(past and present) an email address for life, 
in the format X.Jones@ce.queensu.ca, its 
still not too late. Simply contact Bill Boulton 
at bill@civil.queensu.ca and he will arrange it.

Kevin

ƔƜ

www.civil.queensu.ca  Å  tel. 613 533 2122  Å  fax. 613 533 2128
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          Teams Bow Out to Bad  
                    Weather at Canoe
                    Competition

On May 8th 2008, the Queenôs Concrete Canoe Team braved 
the twenty-two hour train ride to Halifax, Nova Scotia to 
compete in the 14th annual Canadian National Concrete 
Canoe Competition (CNCCC) hosted by Dalhousie. The 
team proudly represents Queenôs every year at the CNCCC 
which was hosted in 2007 right here in Kingston. Their entry, 
named ñThe Black Pearlò to go along with their theme of 
Pirates of the Cataraqui, was a product of countless hours 
of research, testing, construction and paddling practice put 
in by undergraduate students in the Department of Civil 
Engineering.

The team was greeted in Halifax by typically beautiful maritime 
weather, but it wasnôt to last long. Poor weather dominated the 
rest of the weekend with some areas of Nova Scotia seeing 
snow, and to the great disappointment of everyone at the 
competition, race day events were cancelled due to unsafe 
conditions.
Despite this unfortunate turn of events, the teamôs spirits 
remained high. ñThe competition was an awesome opportunity 
to meet students from other schools as well as become closer 
as a team,ò says Myra Van Die, a rookie and next yearôs Head 
of Fibreglass. ñItôs also a great place to ýnd inspiration, new 
ideas and ways to improve for next year.ò

The team enjoyed renewed interest this past year, especially 
from ýrst year students, and as a result will have an expanded 
executive for the coming year. ñWeôve got a lot of creative, 
enthusiastic and experienced people this year, and no 
shortage of technical knowledge either,ò says Edward Watson, 
incoming Captain. ñWe tried a lot of new ideas this year. Weôve 
learned from our mistakes and weôre ready to build upon our 
experiences. Iôm excited to see what happens. This team has 
nowhere to go but up.ò

This year, hoping for some better weather, the team will 
travel to Montreal where the CNCCC will be hosted by lôEcole 
Polytechnique.

The Queenôs Concrete Canoe Team is grateful to all its 
corporate sponsors, as well as support from Queenôs University, 
the Faculty of Applied Science and the AMS, without which 
this team would not be possible.
You can ýnd out more about the team and track their progress 
on their website, http://engsoc.queensu.ca/canoe.

You can ýnd out more about the Canadian National Concrete 
Canoe Competition at their website, 
http://www.canoe.polymtl.ca/cnccb2009.

    

The Queenôs Concrete Toboggan Team is a student run 
competitive design team who compete annually at the Great 
Northern Concrete Toboggan Competition (GNCTR). Each 
year the team is given the challenge to design and build a ýve-
person toboggan equipped with a steering system, a braking 
system, a roll cage, and a running surface made entirely of 
concrete.  The teams are evaluated based on the toboggan 
design, speed, braking and steering, aesthetics, a technical 
report and oral presentation, and spirit. 

In January of 2008, the Queenôs team of 26 students competed 
in Sherbrooke, Quebec. The team ýnished in ýfth place and 
was also the ýrst recipient of the Green Team award. This 
yearôs team is made up of 29 members, from a wide range of 
years and departments. In February, 24 of the team members 
will travel to this yearôs competition in Red Deer, Alberta, the 
site of the ýrst GNCTR competition in 1974.
 

A major part of the teamôs success is owing to the beneýt it 
brings to those involved. The competition allows students to 
gain hands-on experience with concrete and other building 
materials. It also provides opportunities for students to network 
with businesses and corporations from across Canada, and 
for students to learn the skills necessary to be a part of a 
successful design team. The team has placed in the top ýve of 
the competition for the past eight consecutive years, bringing 
positive exposure to Queenôs University. Involvement in the 
team and competition promotes innovation and resourcefulness 
in the students, maintaining Queenôs reputation for producing  
some of the most successful and sought-after graduates. 

UEENõS CONCRETE 
  TOBOGGAN TEAM




