
Dr. Ana Maria da Silva has received the 2013 Camille A. Dagenais 
Award from the Canadian Society for Civil Engineering (CSCE), in 
recognition of her outstanding contributions to the development and 
practice of hydrotechnical engineering in Canada.    
 
 
Dr. Ana Maria da Silva is a Professor of Civil Engineering at Queen’s 
University. She obtained her B.Sc. in Civil Engineering from the 
University of Oporto, Portugal, in 1985. She worked as a Research 

Officer for the Hydraulics Division of the National Laboratory of Civil Engineering 
(LNEC), Lisbon, Portugal, from 1985 to 1989. She then moved to Canada, where she 
obtained her M.Sc. from Queen’s University in 1989 and her Ph.D. also from Queen’s in 
1995, specializing in River Engineering.  
 
Following completion of her Ph.D., Dr. da Silva worked as a Research Engineer for the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterways Experiment Station in Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
until 1997, when she joined the University of Windsor as an Assistant Professor. She 
joined Queen’s University in 2000 as an Associate Professor and Queen’s National 
Scholar. She was subsequently promoted to Full Professor in 2007. She is a Professional 
Engineer in both Canada and Portugal. 
 
Dr. da Silva has made outstanding contributions in the fields of fluvial hydraulics and 
large-scale river morphodynamics. Her innovative research efforts have led to a 
substantially improved understanding of the dynamics of a variety of fluvial phenomena, 
including bed forms, meandering and braiding, and have resulted in tools and guidelines 
for practical application in river engineering and management. She has also pioneered the 
use of thermodynamics to explain natural river geometry, and has contributed to a better 
understanding of the interactions between turbulence and river morphological features.   
In recognition of her distinguished research contributions, she was awarded the 2005 
Arthur Thomas Ippen Award, by the International Association of Hydro-Environment 
Engineering and Research (IAHR). She has published over 100 journal and conference 
papers, and is a co-author of the well-known 2001 IAHR Monograph Fluvial Processes. 
Dr. da Silva has also distinguished herself as an educator, both at graduate and 
undergraduate levels, and is the recipient of three teaching awards at Queen’s University. 
 
Dr. da Silva has served as an Associate Editor of the Canadian Journal of Civil 
Engineering, as Chair of the IAHR Fluvial Hydraulics Committee, and as co-opted 
Member of the IAHR Council. She presently serves as an Associate Editor of the ASCE 
Journal of Hydraulic Engineering and of the IRTCES International Journal of Sediment 
Research, and as Past Chair of the IAHR Fluvial Hydraulics Committee. She currently is 
also a member of the Civil, Industrial and Systems Engineering Evaluation Group of the 
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada.  
 
Dr. da Silva received this award at a ceremony on May 31, 2013, during the CSCE’s 
annual conference in Montreal. 


