
Dr. Amir Fam named the Donald and Sarah Munro Chair in Engineering 

and Applied Science, effective November 1, 2013 
 

Dean Kimberly Woodhouse is pleased to announce that 
Dr. Amir Fam, P.Eng., Professor and Chair of 
Undergraduate Studies in the Department of Civil 
Engineering, has been awarded The Donald and Sarah 
Munro Chair in Engineering and Applied Science.   
 
The Chair was established through an estate gift from 
alumnus Donald Munro (BSc. ’52 – Civil Engineering) in 
honour of his late children Donald and Sarah Munro. The 
Chair position is envisioned to contribute both nationally 
and internationally at the frontiers of engineering and 
applied science research. The Chair will show leadership 
in the development of graduate students and in research 
excellence.   
 
Dr. Fam recently completed two terms of a Tier II Canada 
Research Chair.  During the past 12 years at Queen’s and 
the prior eight years at other institutions, Dr. Fam has 

been active in a broad range of projects in structural engineering related to applications of fiber 
reinforced polymer (FRP) reinforcements. This includes novel concepts in new construction as 
well as retrofitting aging and damaged structures. The research aims primarily towards 
accelerated construction, durability and sustainability of bridges and buildings. This includes for 
example the concepts of stay-in-place FRP forms for concrete bridge decks and concrete-filled 
FRP tubes for columns, piles and utility poles. In recent years, significant part of Dr. Fam’s 
research efforts has been geared towards ‘Green’ FRP composite structures, such as replacing 
epoxy polymers and glass and carbon fibers by bio-resins extracted from corn-cobs, sugarcane 
and pine and bio-fibers such as flax. These bio-composites have been employed successfully in 
adhesively bonded FRPs to the structure’s surface for repair applications and in light-weight 
insulated sandwich panels. 
 
For a recent article on Dr. Fam’s work and a recent CFI grant click here 

http://www.queensu.ca/research/societies/fam

